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   The two characters in Ron Whyte's autobiographical libretto for this opera 

are himself and Ms. Ronnie Stier. They are both handicapped: Ron has two 

artificial legs and uses crutches. Ms. Stier is a quadriplegic confined to an 

electric wheelchair. 

   In an atmosphere stripped of sentimentality, the opera explores their 

three-year relationship of daily multi-hour phone conversations and infrequent 

meetings, leading up to Ms. Stier becoming a fulltime disability activist.  

   Ms. Stier helps Ron realize that he has played the "kept clever cripple" to 

ingratiate himself with important people.  Ron's harsh criticisms of her TV 

appearances convince her to create an effective public image. Rather than 

seek sympathy and appear meekly grateful for any show of concern, Ron 

convinces her it is better to be a "super cripple" and even scare people in order 

to ultimately reach them as fellow human beings. 

   Juggling their fight against discrimination with their precarious struggle 

for survival, they are put in a balancing act upon which their lives depend. 

 

Background to VOICE 

   In addition to being an internationally recognized playwright, Ron Whyte 

was involved in political activism and help draft Section #504 of the 1973 

Rehabilitation Act, the sweeping law which for the first time granted civil 

rights to people with disabilities 

       Ms. Ronnie Stier was instrumental in the fight for consumer control over 

personal care provided to the disabled. Being totally dependent on home care 

attendants, Ms. Stier led a long hard battle to secure the right of disabled 

people to control important daily decisions such as when to bathe, eat or call 

doctors. 

   Wheelchair accessibility of New York City buses was the result of a lawsuit 

that Ms. Stier helped coordinate against New York State.  

   Both Mr. Whyte and Ms. Stier died before reaching the age of 50. 

 

—   —   — 

 

 VOICE has been described as "powerful and authentic to the feelings and 

experiences of people with disabilities" by Anne Emerman former Director of 

the New York City Mayor's Office For People with Disabilities. 

 
 
 






















































































































